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Anthaxia (Cratomerus) sponsa KizseNWETTER 1857 in the Romanian fauna
(Coleoptera: Buprestoidea)

Adrian RUICANESCU
Rezumat

Anthaxia (Cratomerus) sponsa KieseNweTTER 1857 in fauna Roméniei (Coleoptera:
Buprestoidea)

Specia Anthaxia (Cratomerus) sponsa KIESENWETTER este semnalaii pentru prima
datii in fauna Romaéniei, in urma colectiirii a dous exemplare 9 Q din Valea Oglanicului
(Gura Viii, jud. Mehedinti. Caracterele de determinare ale acestei specii, in comparatie
cu cele ale speciilor asemdniloare, care se gisesc in fauna Romaniei, vor fi date in
aceastd lucrare.

Material: Two female specimens has been collected from the Oglénicului Valley (Iron Gates,
Mehedinti County, Southern Banat) at 06.1988, leg. A. RuicANescu. This specimen has been iden-
tified by Svatopluk BiLY at September 1995.

Description: Length 8.5 and 9.8 mm; width 3 mm, at the base of elytra. The head
microskulpture consists in small prolonged cells with distinctive central grains in and is covered
by dense and divergent white long hairs. These characters make distinctive this species, very simi-
lar in females with small specimens of A. (Cratomerus) hungarica (Scopori 1772) (Fig. 1.)

Fig. 1. The dlsposmon of the head hairs of: Anthaxia sponsa (left) opposite with Anthaxia
hungarica (right)
Dispozitia perilor de pe cap la Anthaxia sponsa (stinga) si Anthaxia hungarica (dreapta)

The color of Anthaxia sponsa females is very similar to the A. hungarica females. The head
is golden orange, with blue green vertex, the pronotim is golden orange, with two longitudinal
black bands. Between these, the pronotum is dark blue green. The scutellum and the clytra are dark
blue green. The abdominal pleurits and the ventral surface are golden orange with blue greenish
legs.

The differences are more evidently in the males. The color is similar at the both of species
(golden green with two longitudinal bleck-bluish bands on the pronotum), but the Anthaxia sponsa
length is 7-8 mm, the A. hungarica length is 7-11 mm. The hind femora of 4. sponsa are not
thickened and it is not exist the orange yellow gular spot, like as A. hungarica.

Biology: The larva is developing in Quercus sp. and wooden Rosaceae. The imago is present
from end of March to middle of June (Biry 1980).



Distribution: This species is a balkano-mediterranean element and is spreading in: Greece,
Turkey, Lebanon, Israel, northern and western Iran, Armenia, Azerbaidjan and Georgia (BiLy 1980)
(Fig. 2). - :

Fig. 2. The presumptive spreading range of Anthaxia (Cratomerus) sponsa (...) and the
romanian locality (@) / Arcalul prezumptiv al speciei Anthaxia (Cratomerus) sponsa (...) §i localitatea
din Romania de unde a fost colectat (®).
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